5o                 PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

In the group, co-operation is essential. It is true that
the mother-in-law has a privileged position, so long
as she is supported by her husband and her son, but
the educational value of her discipline should also be
taken into consideration. The discipline which a boy
receives from his father, a girl gets from her mother-
in-law. And, as the people themselves say, in the long
run justice is done ; for when the girl's own son takes
a wife, the mother will enjoy the same privilege as her
own mother-in-law. The economic value of a
daughter-in-law, and the common interest in the child,
make for a harmonious give and take.

8. CROSS-COUSIN MARRIAGE AND StaOSW

I have now briefly reviewed the parent-child relation
and the husband-wife relation. I have brought out
the facjt that there is an apparent lack of economic
reciprocity between the boy's and girl's families : and
that owing to the marriages being arranged without
regard for the inclinations of husband and wife, there
is the possibility of domestic disharmony which may
lead to the instability of the Chia. Admittedly in the
long run, there is a reciprocity of economic advantage,
and this is the fundamental stabilizing force in the
kinship institutions ; but the temporary grievances of
the daughter-in-law are not favourable to the smooth
working of the group. Cross-cousin marriage is one
of the solutions.

In the village, two kinds of " cross-cousin " marriage
can be distinguished. A girl married to the son of her
father's sister is called saonseodiu, meaning a girl going
up the hill, " Up the hill" signifies the prosperity
of the family. A girl married to the son. of mother's
brother is called we$tenodiu> meaning a girl going back